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PETITIC3WWBSRCVIVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR PATENT 
ABANDONED UNAVOIDABLY UNDER 37 CFR 1.137(a) 



Docket Number (Optional) 



First Named Inventor: WILLIAM ARTHUR TAYLOR 
Applteafon Number: 10/045,250 
Filed! 1 1 /07/2001 



Art Unit: 3712 
Examiner: Layno 



Title: 



METHOD OF PLAYING AND PAYING GAMBLING GAMES 



Attention: Office of Petitions 
Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

NOTE: If information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact 
Petitions Information at (703) 305-9282. 

The above-identified application became abandoned for failure to file a timely and proper reply to a notice or action by 
the United Sates Patent and Trademark Office. The date of abandonment -is the day after the expiration date of the 
period set for reply in the Office notice or action plus any extensions of time actually obtained. 

APPLICANT HEREBY PETITIONS FOR REVIVAL OF THIS APPLICATION. 

NOTE: A grantable petition requires the following items: 

(1) Petition fee. 

(2) Reply and/or issue fee. 

(3) Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee-required for all utility and plant applications filed 

before June 8, 1995, and for all design applications; and 

(4) Adequate showing of the cause of unavoidable delay. 

1 . Petition fee 

pn Small entity - fee $ 2 50,00 (37 CFR 1.17(1)). Applicant claims small entity status. 
^ See 37 CFR 1.27. 

□ Other than small entity - fee $ (37 CFR 1 . 1 7(l)). 

2. Reply and/or fee 

A The reply and/or fee to the above-noted Office action in the form of reply to office 
ari-inn anH ampnfimpnh A (identify the type of reply): 

I I has been filed previously on . 

is enclosed herewith. 

B The issue fee of $ 



O has been filed previously on _ 
CD is enclosed herewith. 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 8 hours to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount.of ; ttme you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information 
Officer, U.S. Patent and Tradtffiffi Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
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3. Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee 

[x~| Since this utility/plant application was filed on or after June 8, 1 995, no terminal disclaimer is required. 

□ A terminal disclaimer (and disclaimer fee (37 CFR 1 .20(d)) of $ 
$ fnr nthpr than a email pntitv^ riisrlaiminn \Y 



for a small entity or 

for other than a small entity) disclaiming the required period of time is enclosed 



$ 

herewith (see PTO/SB/63). 



4. An adequate showing of the cause of the delay, and that the entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date 
for the reply until the filing of a grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.137(a) was unavoidable, is enclosed. 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



,L- (Lu Qfc- 



2/7/2005 



Signature 
Wiliam Arthur Taylor 



Date 



Typed or printed name 
1326 Aspen Drive 



Address 

Evergreen, CO 80439 



Registration Number, if applicable 
303-670-2842 

Telephone Number 



Address 

Enclosure [x] Fee Payment 
G3 Reply 

n Terminal Disclaimer Form 

I I Additional sheets containing statements establishing unavoidable delay 
5 Amendment A 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION (37 CFR 1.8(a)) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 

□ deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

□ transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
(703)872-9306. 



2/8/2005 




Date 



Signature 

William Arthur Taylor 



Typed or printed name of person signing certificate 
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NOTE: The following showing of the cause of unavoidable delay must be signed by all applicants or by any other 
party //ho is presenting-ptatements concerning the cause of delay. 

2/7/2005 




Signature Date 
William Arthur Taylor 



Typed or printed name Registration Number, if applicable 



(In the space provided below, please explain in detail the reasons for the delay in filing a proper reply.) 

The last office action was not received by mail or 
by email. I don't know how you can prove something 
did NOT happen, but I promise, I affirm and I swear 
I did not receive this latest office action until 
after I made a special inquiry on January 19, 2005, 
and my examiner faxed it to me. 

I have no reason to fabricate this or to delay this. 
Paying more fees is not fun. 

My mail service operates normally in all respects, 
except once every year or two exceptionally high winds 
have blown mail from my mailbox. (I don't believe 
this was the case here, since Sept/Oct 2004 were 
fairly mild. ) 

My examiner did acknowledge that in spite of the PTO's 
best efforts there are sometimes problems with the mail. 

Please accept my petition under 37 CFR 1.137(a), as I 
could not timely reply without the office action. Also 
please communicate with me at my new permanent email 
address on this matter if possible at: 
wtaylor@vistagaming. com. 

Thank you. 



(Please attach additional sheets if additional space is needed.) 
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t Ofnc* Action Summary 



Application MoT 

10/045.260 



examiner 

Benjamin H. Layro 



Applicants) 

TAYLOR, WILLIAM ARTHUR 



ArttinT 

3712 



. m - P» MAtUNd dAjb of this communication appears on tfw cover sheet wfth Re eomsaponeWe 
'•Hod for Reply 

3 A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE a MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ' 

- ^^ rt v»^ 8 a^r^r^ Rn3w ^^^^^^^ 

• PaUura to npfly wttfti the •« orextenfed ptrlod tor rap* wfll, by rtatuto, out* ft* aopfeSants bteemt ABANDONED /ijue cTim\ 

Status 

1)G Responsive to communlcation(B) filed on 

2a)D This action Is FINAL. 2b)B This action to norrtlnal. 

3) Q Since this application Is m condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

dosed In socerdanoe with the practice under Experts Quayfe. 1935 CD. 11 , 463 O.0. 21$. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Clslm(s)iiU is/are pending In the application. 

4a) Of the above delm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

6)D Claim(s) to/are allowed. 

6) H Clalm(s)H5l8/aro rejected. 

7) Q Clalm(8) Is/are objected to. 

6)Q Clalm(e) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Applloatlon Papers 

9)G The speclfioBtion Is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 <>)□ The drawings) filed on la/ere: aO accepted or bQ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to tie drawlng(t) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .35(a). 

Replacement drawing sheets) indudbig the correction Is required If the drawing^) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 3$ U.S.C. 1 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of e dabn for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f> 
a)C]All b)D Some* o)D None of: 

1. D Certified copies of ihe priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a Hat of the certified copies not received. 



AttWhRMfttfe) 

1) E3 NotteB of References CR*d (PTD492) 

2) M Nata of DrtfteptrvotfQ Ptttant0ravringRovtow(FTO448) 

3) CS3 information DJsotosuro StfenwUe) (PTO-1449 or PTOfc&OB) 
Paper NottVMail Oaf MflflOj . 



4] Q tnterMew Summary (PTO-413) 

toper HobWtil Date. . 

9) D Notice of Moiroal Patent Appication (pto-1 52) 
SlLOOftar; 



Offloe Action Summery 



Pwt of Paper HbAM Data 080904 
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«£ s Art Unit: 3712 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Refections - 35 USC f 102 

1 . The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A parson shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

<e) the Invention was deecribad In (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the Invention by the applicant tor patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application tor patent by another filed In the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an internal onal application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects tor purposes of this subsection of an application Med In the United States 
only if the International application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the Englsh language. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-5, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.3.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by Miller. 

The patent to Miller discloses a method of playing blacKjack, using traditional 
playing cards, where at least one different winning player point score pays a different 
award, see table in column 5, lines 21-35. The table may be Interpreted ae: 
Paalic Totol . P.gy c-u t 

If the player beats 17 = (Beat the Dealer with point score of 18) 2:1 

If the player beats 18 * (Beat the Dealer with point score of 19) 3:1 

If the player beats 18 = (Beat the Dealer with point score of 20) 5:1 

If the player beats 20 =(Beat the Dealer with point score of 21) 11:1 

Miller game may be played on an electronic gambling device, column 5, line 67 to 
column 6, line 3. 



If: 



/ 



01/19/05 WED' 15 : 17 FAX 703 305 3815 



STIC EIC 3700 



Application/Control Number; 10/046,250 
ArtUnR; 3712 



(a oos 



Page 3 



In regard to claim 5. Miller recites that the conventional rules of Blackjack are 
followed, col. 3, Una 66 to column 4, Ilne12, wherein a inning Blackjack pays 3 to 2. 
Blackjack by definition Is a two-cart hand of an Ace and a Ten value card forming a 
hard point total of 2 1 . The winning point total of 21 ehdwn In the table above 
Inherently includea soft point totals, which has a different payback 1 1:1 than the 
hard point total of 21. 

3. Claims 10 and 13.15 are rejected under 35 U.Sb. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Vancura. 

The patent to Vancura discloses a method of playing blackjack, using traditional 
playing cards, comprising the steps of paying cash on a«as 18, 20 for the right to play, 
and a player receiving a different award for the numbej j>f cards taken (hlta) to make up 
the player's point score, see pay table in Fig. 3. The player may be paid for a losing 
(bust) hand, col. 5, lines 61-64. 

CMm Rejections - 35 (JSC f 03 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) M/hich forms the basis for all 

; i 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: ! ! 

; i 
! J 

(a) A patent may net be obtained though the invention la not dentfcally disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the' subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would! have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having omlnaiy skill In the artjto which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner H which the> Invention was made. 

5. Claim 1 2 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Vancura 
in view of Miller. 



In view of Miller's teaching of electronic blackjack gambling devices above, It 
would have been obvious to provide an electronic gambj ing device version of Vancura's 
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ime more attractive to players 



game. This modification would have made Vancura'a 

i 

who are more comfortable playing electronic gambling Novices, 

Claim Rejections - 35 l/S<j § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragaph of 35 U.3.C. 112: 



6. 



The specification shall conclude with one or mora claims u 
claiming tha subject matter which tha applicant regards m\ 



7. 



Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112j second paragraph, as being 

i li 

incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the 

I i 

steps. See MPEP§ 2172.01. The omitted steps are: asps that a dealer and players 

must perform in order to carry out game play such as "i ich player placing a wager", *a 

1 i v- ■ 

dealer dealing two cards to each player, dealing two cat js to the dealer", "allowing 

each player to take additional cards, as desired", etc.: Sqe the claims of Miller and 
Vancura. 



dariy pointing out and distinotty 
Kllon. 



8. The following Is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Thi specification shall contain a written description of tha Invg Won, and of tha manner and process of 

art to which ft pertains, or with which Itis most nearly eonnWi d, to make and use the same and shall 
sat forth the beat mode contemplated by the Invarrtor of oarryji g out hia Invention. 

9. Claims 2, 6, 1 0 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 dl.S C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
falling to comply with the enablement requirement. Ths> claim(s) contains subject matter 



which was not described in the specification in such a 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most near 

i : 

the invention. In regard to claims 2, 6, and 1 1 . It is not 
specification how the expected value of the claimed ga 



iy as to enable one skilled in 
connected, to make and/or use 
irfrom reading the 
can exceed 100%. If claimed 
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game has an expected value that exceeds 100%, then 
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Pages 



lealer (casino) is losing money 



for that game. The claimed game would not be profitat a. 



erefore, the "electronic 

hart Illustrating the steps of the 



FR 1.121(d) are required in 



Furthermore, In claim 10 the;daimed 'achieving | pre-defined status in a player's 
club" is not recited in the specification. 

' Drawings 

10. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims, if 
gambling device", "traditional playing cards" and a flow 
method of play, must be shown or the feature(s) cancelfd from the daim(a). No new 

' i 

matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets In compliance with 37 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figi es appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet even if only one figure Is baif 1 | amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled n i "amended." If a drawing figure 
Is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be remov d from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be rii umbered and appropriate 

i . i 

changes made to the brief description of the several vie * of the drawings for 

>■': ■ '■ ' 

consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be nee tsaary to show the renumbering 

of the remaining figures. The replacement sheets) sho d be labeled "Replacement 

Sheer In the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so t not to obstruct any portion of 

the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by ie examiner, the applicant will 
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be notified and Informed of any required corrective acttfti in the next Office action. The 

ill ; 

objection to the drawings will not be ield in abeyance. 



Any Inquiry concerning this communication or 



examiner should be directed to Benjkmln H. Layno whi la telephone number Is (703) 



; i I 



308-1815. The examiner can normally be reached on I bnday-Frldsy, 1st Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiper by telephone a e unsuccessful, the examiner's 

ill 

supervisor, Derrls Banks can be readied on (703) 3084 745. The fax phone number for 

' ; ri • ' 

the organization where this application or proceeding K assigned is 703-872-0306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

: ! ■ 

Petent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system 8tatua information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Pit rte PAIR or Public PAIR. 



Status information for unpublished applications is avai 
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ier communications from the 



L£1 



For more information about the PAIRsystem, see http: 

ML 

you have questions on access to the; Private PAIR s; 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217^97 (toll-free). 

Ill " 

• in 
: ill 

1 

bhl 




I 



le through Private PAIR only. 
Ir-dlrect.u8pto.gov. Should 
, contact the Electronic 

min H. Layno 
ry Examiner 
rift 3712 
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